
The Floor Leader offers the following Floor amendment:

On page 1 line 1 through Page 3 line 6 strike in their entirety and replace with the following:

 Introduced by Council Member Jones and amended on the Floor of Council:



RESOLUTION 2015-384-
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND URGING THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT TO SUSPEND ISSUANCE OF SECTION 8 PROJECT BASED ASSISTANCE FOR USE IN THE EUREKA GARDEN, WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, ROOSEVELT GARDENS APARTMENTS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE APARTMENT OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT TAKE SUBSTANTIAL PROACTIVE STEPS TO SECURE THE SAFETY OF THE APARTMENT COMPLEX; FORWARDING THE RESOLUTION TO THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

EUREKA GARDENS

WHEREAS, the Eureka Garden apartment complex located at 1214 LaBelle Avenue, in Jacksonville is well known as one of the most dangerous and violent locations in Jacksonville, and shootings are unfortunately all too common; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office has responded to more than 2200 calls for service to the complex since 2010, absorbing huge amounts of resources and manpower for a single 400-unit housing complex; and


WHEREAS, in ten years there have been sixteen murders in and around the Eureka Garden apartments, an appalling and senseless toll of human suffering; and 


WHEREAS, although the apartment owner and management have made some efforts to screen potential tenants and to curb the violence at the complex, those efforts to date have been largely ineffective due at least in part to the number of non-residents who are attracted to the area by illegal activity; and


WHEREAS, multi-victim shootings continue to plague Eureka Gardens, including an incident in March 2011 in which none of the three victims were residents of the complex, illustrating the problem of outsiders bringing crime into the community, and another incident in July 2012 in which four men were shot but survived; and
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS
WHEREAS, the Washington Heights located at 4229 Moncrief in Jacksonville and is  an apartment complex owned by the same property owner as Eureka Gardens and shares a similar reputation as a dangerous and violent location in Jacksonville, where shootings are also unfortunately all too common; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office has responded to more than 2200 calls for service to the complex since 2010, the same as Eureka Gardens, absorbing huge amounts of resources and manpower for a single 400-unit housing complex; and


WHEREAS, in ten years there have been seven murders in and around the Washington Heights apartments, again an appalling and senseless toll of human suffering; and 


WHEREAS, although the apartment owner and management have made some efforts to screen potential tenants and to curb the violence at the complex, those efforts to date have been largely ineffective due at least in part to the number of non-residents who are attracted to the area by illegal activity; and

WHEREAS, in November 2011, a man was shot in the hallway of the  apartment complex, two years later in September 2013, a man was shot in the chest at the apartment complex, and in May of 2015, a man was shot at the apartment complex, all survived and therefore are not recorded in the above referenced murder statistics; 

ROOSEVELT GARDENS APRATMENTS
WHEREAS, the Roosevelt Gardens Apartments located at 702 Lincoln Ct. North in Jacksonville is an apartment complex although not owned by the same property owner as Eureka Gardens and Washington Heights, nonetheless shares a similar reputation as a dangerous and violent location in Jacksonville, where shootings there are also unfortunately all too common; and 
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office has responded to more than 1000 calls for service to the complex since 2010, absorbing huge amounts of resources and manpower for a single 400-unit housing complex; and


WHEREAS, in ten years there have been five murders in and around the Roosevelt Gardens Apartments, again an appalling and senseless toll of human suffering; and 

WITHHOLD SECTION 8 FUNDING REQUEST

WHEREAS, the City believes that it is in the best interest of public health and safety for the federal government to place a moratorium on providing Section 8 Project Based Assistance to any additional residents of Eureka Garden, Washington Heights, and Roosevelt Gardens Apartments until such time as the owners and management make substantive changes to the complex, such as controlling vehicular and pedestrian access and installing perimeter fencing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council Support. The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to suspend issuance of Section 8 Project Based Assistance for use in the Eureka Garden, Washington Heights, and Roosevelt Gardens Apartments until such time as the apartment owners and management take substantial proactive steps to secure the safety of the apartment complex.  
Section 2.

Forwarding the 
resolution to the Northeast Florida Congressional Delegation and the US Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Council further directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution to the Northeast Florida Congressional Delegation and the US Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
     /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_____
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2015\Amendments\2015-384-floor amendment.doc  

1
- 4 -


